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“Another Year for God” 

Another year is dawning; dear Father, let it be, 

in working or in waiting, another year with thee.… 

Another year of progress, another year of praise, 

another year of proving thy presence all the days. 

Another year of service, of witness for thy love; 

another year of training for holier work above. 

Another year is dawning! Dear Father, let it be, 

on earth, or else in heaven, another year for thee. 



 Dear Heartland, 
 
 
This message is less an introspective reflection and  

more a sincere offering of gratitude. 
 
 
As we exit the Christmas season and enter the stage  

of our pastoral search that has direct contact with  

prospective candidates, I ask everyone to remember  

how unified, hopeful, and positive we have been 

during the last month and a half of celebrating the  

arrival of Jesus. From the lovely stories read to our  

children by Kim, Allyson, Hailey, Chelsea, Daniel,  

Carly, and Rhett, to the advent readings and candle  

lighting shared by Linda, Harley, Faye with her  

family, Lisa, Steve, Rose, Leo, Mary Ann, and Bill,  

to the gorgeous songs Dan sang for us, we created  

a warm and reverent place for Christ to enter in.  

This was amplified by the leadership of the  

consistory, the organizational skills of Julie, 

the music of the praise team, the wisdom of the tech 

team, the commitment of those who tend to the 

facility, the Communion overseen by current and 

former elders, the outreach guided by Cheryl, the  

sweet yummies coordinated by Joyce, and the  

countless mighty acts of love behind the scenes.  

The abundant participation in-person, online, and by 

phone of members and guests alike was a final,  

worshipful gift.  

 

 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, We are reminded of how 

the body has many parts, all important and all  

different, all making an impact more profound than 

any could create in isolation. Heartland is just such 

a body. We seek a pastor to lead us, and while that 

search continues and now intensifies, we keep on  

keeping on, being hands, feet, minds, and hearts  

working together for God. It is a beautiful thing to 

observe and to experience.  

You give generously: I myself felt that personally  

this season from so many of you. Let us continue  

giving one to another as we face forward on this  

journey, anticipating what is next and glorifying  

God for what already is ours through Him.  

 

-Kathy Nimmer 

 

 

Upcoming Preaching Schedule 

January 8th– Rev. Blaauw 

January 15th-29th 

Ms. Kathy Nimmer 

 

Ordination & Installation 

Elder ordination (John Boerman) and  

Deacon installation (Steve Kantz) on 

 January 8.   
 

Christmas Clean Up  

We will take down Christmas decorations 

 after church (11:00) on Sunday,  

January 8. 
All help is appreciated! 

 

 

 

Heartland Kids Christmas  



8 Chad Summers 
8 Rhett Summers 

12 Jessica Gilbert 
13 Iana Kiger 

14 Ruth Simpson 
15 Adaline Hulbert 
17 Justin Hulbert 
26 Dan Harlow 

28 Brooklynne Summers 
30 Mike Anthrop 
30 Gwen White 

 

1/20/68 Phil & Jana Shoaf  

 

January Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

Banana Dessert  

Ingredients  

Crust 

 1 cup vanilla wafer crumbs (or graham cracker 

crumbs) 

 2 tablespoons sugar 

2 tablespoons butter melted 

Cream Cheese Layer 

 8 oz cream cheese 

 1 c powdered sugar 

 1 8 oz tub whipped cream thawed; divided 

 2 large bananas 

Pudding Layer 

 2 cups milk 

 4 egg yolks 

 ⅔  cup sugar 

 ¼ cup cornstarch 

 ⅛  teaspoons salt 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 2 tablespoons butter 

 ½ cup vanilla wafers or graham crackers 

 banana for garnish, if desired 
vanilla wafer (or graham cracker) crumbs for garnish, if 

desired 

 

 

Crust 

Combine the vanilla wafer crumbs (or graham cracker 
crumbs) with the 2 tablespoon sugar and melted butter. 
Press into the bottom of a pan. (8x8, 9x9, or 8x11 will 
work!) Set aside. 

Cream Cheese Layer 

In a stand mixer, whip the cream cheese for 30 seconds 
or until smooth. 

Add the powdered sugar and 1 cup of the whipped 
cream (save the rest for the top layer!); mix until smooth. 

Dollop the mixture over the crust layer (lots of little 
scoops will work best!). Carefully spread until smooth. 

Slice the two bananas and arrange them over the cream 
cheese mixture. 

Pudding Layer 

Add the milk, egg yolks, ⅔  c sugar, corn starch and salt 
into a large microwave-safe glass bowl. Use a whisk to 
blend vigorously for 30 seconds. 

Cook in the microwave on HIGH for 5-7 minutes, whisking 
well after each minute. 

After 4 minutes, whisk every 30 seconds. 

Once it begins to thicken, make sure to whisk it vigorously 
to smooth it out. 

Once it's thick like a pudding should be, it's done cooking. 

Stir in the vanilla and butter, until the butter is completely 
melted. 

Press plastic wrap over the surface to prevent a skin from 
forming. Let cool in the fridge (or in an ice bath if you're 
in a hurry!). 

Once the pudding is cool, spread it over the cream 
cheese and banana layer. 

Arrange the vanilla wafers (or graham crackers) over the 
pudding and return to the refrigerator. 

 

Whipped Topping & Garnishes 

Spread the remaining whipped topping over the wafers. 

When ready to serve, sprinkle a chopped banana and 
crushed wafers (or graham crackers) on top! 

Open Book 

 A book symbolizes the Bible, the written Word of God. 
When shown open, a book represents truth or revelation. 
Apostles and saints are often pictured holding an open 
book, understood as the New Testament writings of the 

early Christian church. 

 

Bible Quiz 

How old was Abram when he followed God’s call to leave 
Haran and travel to a new land? 
 
A. 25 
B. 50 
C. 75 
D. 100 
 

Answer: C (See Genesis 12:4.)  

 

 

Special Dates 

Epiphany, January 6, 2023 

Baptism of the Lord, January 8, 2023 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 16, 2023 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2023 

There will be copies available of the Heartbeat on 
the information table at the church. If you would 
like a copy mailed to you, please contact Julie. 



 

 

Joe Pruitt is married to Donna for 52+ blissful years.  Joe was raised Baptist but started coming to the 

Reformed Church with Donna to youth group & services.  He joined the church 50+ years ago.   

They have 2 children, Jason & Hannah, and raised a nephew, John.   

They have 5 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren with another great grandchild due in April.   

Joe has served as Deacon, on the Building & Grounds Committee,  

Men's Fellowship, Small Group, and on the HCCM Board.  Joe is ready to help out around the church 

and whomever needs help. 

 

Joe like to fish, refinish furniture, rearrange "stuff", pick up free treasures (vacuum sweepers are a  

favorite!), spend time with family, and go to Florida in the Spring.  Thanks Joe! 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Dan has been married to his beautiful wife, Carolyn (NOT Caroline!), for 47+ years.  Their lasting love is 

a testimony to marriage.  Two children, Melissa and Adam, were the products of their marriage.   

They are Oma & Opa to five grandchildren, of whom they are very proud.  

Dan has been in the housing industry all of his adult life, both as a contractor and as a realtor. 

Dan is very passionate about sharing God's word through music.  He has been part of the singing group, 

Resurrection, for 40 years and they have hosted many concerts at church. 

Who is at church more than a church mouse?  Dan Galema!  Dan silently shows up at church and fixes all 

the little things that happen to Heartland...sometimes before anyone notices the need.  Dan is very  

passionate and proud of Heartland which shows through his dedication.  Many of his recent "projects" 
were fixing the Nativity, building wooden boxes for the Christmas trees, fixing the doors around church, 
cleaning the stove ovens with Carolyn helping, and numerous other unseen projects that we may never 

know about.  Dan currently serves on the Building & Grounds Committee and Audio/Video Team.   

Dan has served as Elder, Deacon, and other roles within Heartland. 

Give Dan a big thank-you! 


